Haider as a Postmodernist Text by Kishore, Paridhi
ISSN: 2321-8819 (Online) 2348-7186 (Print) Impact Factor: 1.498 Vol. 5, Issue 6, June 2017 
1 
Asian Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 5(6) June, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Haider as a Postmodernist Text 
 
Paridhi Kishore 
Abstract : This paper attempts to see Haider in the 
light of major postmodernistic devices i.e. 
Intertexuality, Pastiche, and Self reflexivity.  
Keywords : Haider, Postmodern Text 
Postmodernism initially gained its momentum 
towards the end of 20
th
 century as reaction against 
modernism which typically focuses on the 
technical and practical characteristics of its age i.e. 
the period from 1909 to 1939. Postmodernism 
came as a soothing relieve in artistic sphere when 
people were satiated with strict adherence to 
modernism the age marked by chaos, perplexity, 
loss of belief in religion. On the other hand post 
modernism has absorbed everything in the realm of 
artistic sphere right from art, aesthetics, cultural 
attributes, painting, movies, architecture etc. It has 
no set of principles and theories it sees everything 
as a work of art.  
 Vishal Bharadwaj directed Haider has strong 
postmodernistic connotations it rejects the 
traditional interpretation of Hamlet and presented it 
in local flavour suitable to Indian context thus  
highlighting one of the major problem of India  i.e. 
militancy in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. A 
postmodern text always attracts its reader in terms 
of its construction and structures here the original 
‘text’ lost its meaning and the post modernistic 
tendencies give rise to ‘Inter-texuality thus text is 
seen as a work of art it blurs the boundary between 
high art and low art. Haider is a blend of dazzling 
music of different styles and performance in which 
the protagonist Haider find himself in great 
dilemma and confusion and lands into the liminal 
spaces unable to locate himself in the brazen world 
of hypocrites. The music is fully absorbed into the 
playful and anarchic representation of scenes 
weather it’s of grave digger digging the graves or 
of Haider’s feigned madness in the middle of 
crossroads where he sings the dilemma of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir and narrates out all 
the articles and schedule of Indian constitution and 
United Nations relating Kashmir issues and identity 
crisis of Kashmirites in the form of a song.  
Postmodernism became so powerful that it started 
influencing many theories and gave rise to many 
new theories for example ‘Theory of 
Deconstruction’. It also denies the existence of 
ultimate truth and relies on the principle of 
relativism. Postmodernism rejects meta- narratives 
or power narratives thus it presents the view of 
orient which ultimately questions the version in 
which history is written. Vishal Bharadwaj too 
attempted to capture the voice of all those missing 
people of Kashmir who are picked up by army in 
the name of interrogation and who never came 
back to their home. Their family members keep on 
straddling in between police stations and camps. 
Jaque Derrida the founder of ‘Theory of 
Deconstruction’ found all the conceptualising 
system as false he tend to suggest that only through 
relativism we can get some sort of stability into the 
language. He also questions about the existence of 
metaphor according to him our knowledge 
regarding this world is false as concepts and 
metaphors act as hindrance in attaining the basic 
nature of language. Postmodernism advocate the 
free flow of the text i.e. reader/listener/critic can 
interpret or articulate text independently 
irrespective of intentions or consciousness of 
author. Thus came into existence a new perception 
‘Death of the Author’ by Roland Barthes. To quote 
Barthes  
We know now that a text is not a line of words 
releasing a single 
Theological meaning but a multidimensional space 
in which a variety Of writings, none of them 
original blend and clash...literature...by refusing  
To assign a ‘secret’ an ultimate meaning, to the 
text, (and to world as a Text) liberates what may be 
called as an anti theological activity, an Activity 
which is truly revolutionary since to refuse to 
meaning in the end 
To refuse God and his hypostasis- reason, science, 
law. 
Thus Barthes advocate the emergence of new text 
which is independent of author’s consciousness and 
reader has liberty to focus on the free imagination 
and interpretation. This was the main thesis of 
postmodernism free flow of the signs and meaning 
and the much desired  stability of the text that can 
only be attain through the process of inter-texuality 
and relativism. In Haider Vishal Bharadwaj played 
with the various connotations of the original 
Hamlet and gave Haider a pleasant and fine artistic 
finish his purpose was not to hold the previous 
written narrative but the free flow of the text with 
creative interpretation. And coherently his text 
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relates with the problem of militancy and the 
dangerous voyage made by protagonist Haider in 
search of his father with the thematic flavour of 
original Hamlet subsumed in local flavour.  
Not only Vishal Bhradwaj’s protagonist Haider but 
his Ophelia as played by Shraddha kapoor in the 
movie became victim of circumstances and a great 
trap lay by her own father She found her in sad 
perplexity and quandary and her predicament can 
be compared to Shakespeare’s Ophelia but in my 
observation Arshi Vishal Bhradwaj’s Ophelia was 
more strong by her soul. Unlike Hamlet’s 
depressed Ophelia Haider’s Ophelia is presented as 
a chirpy girl in beginning and till her last breath she 
defended Haider from deceitful games but 
eventually when she was totally convinced that no 
one can save Haider she committed suicide.  
The postmodernist envisages every work as text 
even if it is film, painting, architecture, literature 
this prohibited the grouping of work of same kind 
in one particular organisation or category and 
judgemental perspective of society as work of low 
art and high art. Postmodernist approach involves 
all parts of our culture and thus everything comes 
under its scrutiny if it fails under postmodernist 
interrogation. There are two basic things on which 
postmodernist text relies heavily are Pastiche of 
different style and self reflexivity as propagated by 
Robert schole’s theory of ‘reality’, Linda 
Hucheon’s classification of ‘self-reflexiviy and 
Jaque Lacan ‘The Mirror Stage’ and hence the 
conclusion drawn from their theories is self 
reflexivity is a world within a world or fictional 
world one world which is of implicit author and the 
other one of original author. Both the worlds are 
similar to but still different from each other i.e. 
they reflect each other but it’s not one to one 
reflection.  
Pastiche and self reflexivity is quite visible in 
Haider it is the text through which a reader or 
viewer conceives the image of Hamlet in their 
mind but it is not one to one reflection of Hamlet. 
Texture of music is fully imbibed into the text and 
gives out the aroma of crime, chaos, mystery, 
dejection which is the main thematic concerns of 
the text. The song ‘Hum hai ki hum nahi’ justifies 
and intexualises the ‘to be or not to be’ dilemma in 
true post modernistic sense. Post modernism says 
that an exact reference and correspondence is not 
possible and one can interpret same event in 
multiple ways. Multiple correspondence and 
relativism give rise to obscurity nothing is 
transparent neither the evidence nor the meanings 
all flows freely which is marked by scepticism. The 
postmodernists always need to deal with gaps, 
spaces, and liminality. It depicts the instability of 
the fictional world in which we find ourselves it 
portrays the uncertainty of the nature of world and 
how it is difficult to overcome with that 
uncertainty. Haider as a protagonist found him 
entangled in certain situations which are difficult to 
overcome his simple quest for the search of his 
father turned out to be political and he found him in 
the midst of political conspiracy.  
 Postmodernism is ubiquitous it depicts how the art 
can attain the truth. The relativism leads to 
complexities and scepticism it confronts the nature 
of the world Vishal Bharadwaj in Haider portrays 
the close relationship between complexities and 
frailties he is more concerned about the content 
rather than the context. Betrayal revenge illicit 
desires are reminiscent with Shakespeare’s Hamlet 
but all these are presented in the background of 
some different context. The unruly actions of 
Indian Army and how the personal contextually 
turns out to be political is what that make this film 
truly postmodernist film and Vishal Bharadwaj is 
successful in giving Shakespeare written Hamlet a 
brilliant local texture with Kashmir as its fabric.  
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